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believes to have discovered a new method in politics, Satya-
graha, he added to it in 1919 a new method in economics,
Khadi, To complete the story of the ashram itself, I would
add here, that in 1917, on account of an outbreak of plague
there, the temporary bungalow at Kochrab was given up and a
permanent home founded on twenty acres of land, purchased
on the outskirts of Ahmedabad. "Its vicinity to the Sabarmati
Central Jail was for me a special attraction, as jail-going was
understood to be the normal lot of Satyagrahis," explains
Mr. Gandhi cheerfully.

Five times already Mr. Gandhi had been able to conduct
an experiment of Satyagraha in India, before the dawn of
1919, the year where we have had to interrupt our narrative,
in order to explain the emergence of this new factor in Indian
politics. He enumerates these five occasions in the Preface to
his  already  quoted  Satyagraha in South Africa.  The first
occasion was in 1915, almost immediately on his arrival from
England. It was in Rajkot and he was asked to help the people,
as the Customs cordon at Viramgam (against some Princi-
palities) was a great burden for them. Mr Gandhi started
correspondence with Government and intimated that the people
were ready to offer Satyagraha; he saw the Viceroy (Lord
Chelmsford) and the latter prudently abolished the customs
line, before Mr. Gandhi could proceed to the actual "experi-
ment."  The second occasion was similarly of a minatory
nature only and concerned the abolition in 1917 of the system
of the emigration of indentured labourers from India. The
public agitation was considerable, but "here too," acknow-
ledges Mr. Gandhi, "success came merely through preparedness
for Satyagraha." Once more Lord Chelmsford stepped in and
acceded to the popular demand. The third occasion came
through an enquiry Mr. Gandhi had been asked by leading
people in Bihar to make into agrarian grievances at Champaran
in connection with the European indigo planters there. It was